
 

Finster Fest May 14th & 15th 2011 
84 Knox Street 

Summerville, GA 30747 

2011finsterfest@gmail.com 

www.finstersparadisegardens.org 

Sponsorship Package 

Dear Madam/Sir:  

Did you know one of the Southeast’s most popular and best art festivals is located right here in your own 
region? Finster Fest and it is fast approaching! This year the festival will be held on May 14th and May 15th and will 
offer heart-pounding art, entertainment, and delicious food in a family friendly atmosphere. One of the best things 
about Finster Fest is that businesses can showcase themselves by being involved with one of the longest running art 
and music festivals featuring the legacy of renowned folk artist Howard Finster at his Paradise Garden. Finster Fest 
can give your business the chance to be exposed to 1,000’s of people in just days.  

There are many ways to partner with Finster Fest to promote your business, from simply donating products 
to sponsoring an event level.  

 
What began in the early 80's as Howard Finster Day in Summerville Georgia became one of Northwest 

Georgia’s most popular Folk Art and Music festivals. Through the years the event has drawn artists from over 20 
states and well known musicians from throughout the region. Paradise Gardens Park is the home of Finster fest and a 
3 acre art environment of Rev. Finster.  Howard entertained guests with his humor, art and banjo until his passing in 
2001. 
Today the tradition continues as Paradise Gardens is being restored and three generations of folk artist and art lovers 

inspired by Howard Finster return to Paradise to celebrate and enjoy this enduring legacy. 
 

Music Lineup: 

 

 
 

Sat, May 14 

10:45 Tym Priest 

12:00 Juliana Finch 

1:15 Hudson K 

2:30 Chris Hale 

3:45 Mark Kelly Hall & Charlsey Etheridge 

5:00 Tyler Reddick 

Sun, May 15 

12:00 Scott Downes 

1:15 New Binkley Brothers 

2:30 Shaking Ray Levi Society 

3:45 The Bohannon's 

mailto:2011finsterfest@gmail.com
http://www.finstersparadisegardens.org/
http://www.tympriest.com/
http://julianafinch.com/
http://www.hudsonkmusic.com/fr_home.cfm
http://www.markkellyhall.com/music/schedule.htm
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/profile.php?id=100001631700980
http://scottdownes.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Binkley-Brothers/211206745246
http://www.shakingray.com/news.shtml


 
A rag tag band of misfits dedicated to spreading the love of life through alternative, circus-based entertainment. 

An ever- evolving family of visual performance artists. 
www.innercirkus.com  

 

                                            

 

 

 

Coca-Cola Bottle 
Enamel on plastic, by Howard Finster 
on loan from The Coca-Cola Company. 
 
Howard Finster has been incorporating images and legends about the Coca-Cola bottle into his art 
since the 1970s. His latest three-dimensional work was created as the signature piece for the Coca-
Cola Olympic Salute to Folk Art, an international exhibition staged in conjunction with the 1996 
Centennial Olympic Games in Atlanta. The new bottle, which stands eight feet tall, has been on view 
at the High Museum of Art concurrent with the exhibition "Howard Finster: Visions from Paradise 
Garden." 

                    

http://www.innercirkus.com/


PARADISE GARDENS MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Paradise Gardens is to restore and preserve the work of folk artist Howard Finster perpetuating his 

legacy - promoting education in the arts and providing expansive community  

involvement, and enrichment through its unique spirit, setting, and message.  
Paradise Gardens 

Located in Summerville, Georgia, the county seat of Chattooga County, there exists a place like no other... A place 

called Paradise Gardens. The Gardens sit on a four acre plot of land that is now, quite simply, a work of art... a 

masterpiece in its own right. Included on the property are the Gardens, Paradise Gardens Art Gallery, and of course, 

the World's Folk Art Chapel. 

 
The Gardens were begun by Howard in 1961 before he received his vision telling him to create sacred art in 1976. 

Years of compiled art make up the maze of structures and sculptures. Everything in the Gardens has a meaning. 

Incorporating all kinds of recycled materials into his art,  

Howard used bottles, glass, mirrors, cement, bathtubs, and toilets, "garbage" such as rusted bicycle frames and cast 

off jewelry... you name it, it's there. Howard had an amazing way of combining text and strong visual forms, so that 

you have no doubt about his evangelical purpose. His calling as a preacher comes to life here at Paradise Gardens, and 

by using his art, he created sermon after sermon. Of visual art, he said, "Visual art is a great thing. It draws the 

attention of people. That's what people's work does. It preaches for them after they're gone." Yes... it certainly does. 

"Save the Chapel" 

 
 

Announcing the Paradise Redemption Project!  

The last thing Howard Finster put up in the Garden was this request. 
A sign was hung on the chapel doors, front and rear, reading:  

Help save the Garden Chapel.  
ñThousands enjoyed it. 

A place of free weddings 
and many school groups for the 

last 40 yearsò 

Perhaps the most important thing going on today in the restoration of Paradise Gardens is the preservation of the 
World's Folk Art Chapel. Because of Paradise Gardens' damp environment, and the fact that the Chapel was 

constructed out of cast-off and recycled materials, the World's Folk Art Chapel is in extreme need of restoration. We, 
the Board of Directors, are presently seeking donations from businesses and private donors to help us restore the 

Chapel back to its former self. If you have any desire to donate to the Chapel Restoration Fund, or to the restoration of 
Paradise Gardens, please email us and we will get back to you immediately. 

http://www.finstersparadisegardens.org/paradise.htm
mailto:revcoltom@juno.com


Howard Finster 

1915-2001 

 

 
 

Howard Finster is the undisputed grandfather of modern American Visionary art. From his humble birth in 1915 in 

Valley Head Alabama to his passing in 2001 as one of the most celebrated and prolific artist of the last century ,he 

retained a down home charm and deep devotion for a God given call to communicate the Good News. Howard was 

converted to Christian faith at 13 years old and began ministry at 16. From his early days of woodworking and “chalk 

talk” Bible studies Howard was a born communicator. His love for people inspired the motto for which he has become 

famous “I never met a person I did not LOVE” 

 

 

Moving to Trion Georgia Rev. Finster worked in the local mill, repaired bicycles for children, repaired small engines 

and pastured over 10 churches in 40 years. Throughout this time he engaged in evangelistic tent revivals in the 

Eastern US and produced a weekly radio program and two newspaper columns. The remarkable range of 

achievements is even more profound in light of his 6th grade education as one of 13 children raised on a rural farm. 

Upon his arrival in Georgia Howard had begun a recycled art garden which was later moved to nearby Pennville 

Georgia .Through the Garden Howard garnered national attention and his surreal botanical world was dubbed “a 

Garden of Paradise” from which the name Paradise Gardens evolved. In 1976 the vision of a face in a paint smudge on 

his finger directed Howard to “Paint Sacred Art”. Nearly 50,000 paintings later Rev. Finster vision has placed his 

artwork in the Smithsonian in DC, the American Folk Art Museum in NYC, the Library of Congress and major 

museums and collector around the world. 

Through the years music groups like REM, Talking Heads U2, Blackhawk and The News Boys have utilized Howard’s 

art as covers on albums/CDs and some have filmed music videos in Paradise Gardens. Howard has achieved icon 

status among three generations of artist and art fans from the broadest spectrum of American culture any artist has 

ever enjoyed. His humble and honest personality, genuine charm and fascinating artwork continue to captivate a new 

generation. Paradise Gardens host visitors from around the globe and is undergoing a major restoration and 

preservation. Of his recycled art creation Rev. Finster boast:  “I took the pieces you threw away put them together by 

night and day washed by rain and dried by sun a million pieces all in one. 



 

 

All Sponsorships will begin on April 1st 2011 so please have your applications and images in 

by this time thank you! 

 

 

$1500 Platinum Sponsorship (Primary) Level  
Sponsor business name or logo prominently displayed in advertisements including: 

¶ Advertisement  and 1year link from Paradise gardens website 

¶ Logo added to posters for Fintser Fest 2011 

¶ Logo added to flyers for Finster Fest 2011 

¶ 12 banners allowed to be hung around site at Finster Fest 2011 provided by sponsor 

¶ Your company logo on all Festival printed materials 

¶ Your business name or logo on all Festival T-shirts  

¶ Inclusion in all press releases 

¶ Inclusion in all web site announcements and emails 

¶ 10x10 Festival booth space for advertising, signups and hand out for your company 

¶ All hand outs, posters, and banners other than Finster Fest poster must be provided by sponsor 

$1,000 Gold Sponsorship (Gate) Level 
Your business name or logo prominently displayed in advertisements including 

¶ All Gate access advertisement for posters , banners, hand out, etc provided by sponsor 

¶ Logo added to all posters for Finster Fest 2011 

¶ Logo added to all flyers for Finster Fest 2011 

¶ Your company logo printed on all festival material 

¶ 10' x 10' Festival booth space 

¶ Inclusion in all press releases of Finster Fest 2011 

¶ Inclusion in all web site announcements and emails of Finster Fest 2011  



$500 Silver Sponsorship (Stage) Level 
Your business name or logo prominently displayed in advertisements including  

¶ Live on-stage public address system mentions on Festival day 

¶ High visibility banner Front of stage at Festival provided by sponsor 

¶ Logo added to all posters for Finster Fest 2011 

¶ Logo added to all flyers for Finster Fest 2011 

¶ Your company logo printed on all festival material 

¶ Inclusion in all public service announcements and press releases of Finster Fest 2011  

¶ Inclusion in all web site announcements and emails of Finster Fest 2011  

¶ 10’ x 10’ Festival Booth Space 

$500 Bronze Sponsorship (Artist Award) Level 
Your business name or logo prominently displayed in advertisements including 

¶ Company name mentioned with all 3 artist award announcements 

¶ Company hand outs included in all artist award gift baskets provided by sponsor 

¶ Company poster displayed on website with the artist award Winners 

¶ Logo added to all posters for Finster Fest 2011  

¶ Logo added to all flyers for Finster Fest 2011 

¶ Your company logo printed on all festival material 

¶ Inclusion in all web site announcements and emails of Finster Fest 2011  

¶ Product supplied by sponsor included to all artist and awarded artist 

¶ 10’ x 10’ Festival Booth Space 

$250 Copper Sponsorship (Hospitality) Level 
Your business name or logo prominently displayed in conjunction advertisements including: 

¶ Product , Hand outs, and posters displayed in artist and Volunteer Hospitality area 

¶ Logo added to all posters for Finster Fest 2011  

¶ Logo added to all flyers for Finster Fest 2011 

¶ Your company logo printed on all festival material 

¶ Inclusion in all web site announcements and emails of Finster Fest 2011 

¶ 10’ x 10’ Festival Booth Space 

 
 

You may Purchase more than one sponsorship 
Booths for company Vendors without a sponsorship level will be $100.00 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Festival Rules and Information 
1. Set up will begin Friday May 13th from 11:00a.m. - 6:00p.m. And Saturday May 15th from 8:00a.m. – 

9:30 a.m. NO CARS WILL BE ALLOWED TO DRIVE IN GARDENS AREA. Although we will open on 
Friday only the back and side gates for unloading. All artist must be set up and ready to go the by Festival 
Hours which will be, Saturday 10-6 and Sunday 12-5. Please do not break down or load up until festival 
hours are over. 

2. All booths are 10 x 10  
3. Security: Security will be on duty Friday and Saturday nights; however, each craftsman exhibits all work 

at his own risk. The Festival is not responsible for damage, theft, or loss of an individual’s work. 
4. Complementary artist/volunteer/vendor area we will have drinks and snacks for the artist all 

days of the festival and there will be a food vendor on site. 
5. All booth setup must be furnished by the by sponsor, although we hope to have volunteers to help with 

unloading Friday and Saturday. 
6. The festival goes on rain or shine as it has in the past for we cannot control the weather and there will be 

no refunds. 
7. All applicants must send with check with application and high resolution image email to 

2011finsterfest@gmail.comWe does have limited space so please send in your info and ASAP.  
Please make all checks to Paradise Gardens and mail them to 11575 Hwy 337  Summerville, Ga. 30747  

8. Alcohol and Drugs: They will not be tolerated. 
9. Parking All motor homes, travel trailers, and vehicles larger than a standard van will be prohibited. 

Local campgrounds can accommodate weekend vendors. Vendors will be allowed to park standard 
vehicles and small trailers at back of gardens and school 2 blocks away, we will provide a shuttle from 
school to gardens. 

10. There will be absolutely no camping in gardens or parking lot! 
THE FESTIVAL IS OUTDOORS AND WILL BE HELD RAIN OR SHINE. FEES 

ARE NON-REFUNDABLE!!!SPACES: All booths will be approximately 10’x10’. If you cannot get into one space, 
we suggest that you consider two spaces. 

 Hotels and Directions 

Directions: Paradise Gardens 
84 Knox Street 

Summerville, GA 30747 
 

From Atlanta, GA: 
75 North 

Exit 306 Adairsville 
Hwy. 140 West 

Turn right on Hwy. 27 North 
Go through Summerville, Ga.  

Look for Texaco Station on right. 
Turn right, three streets down from 

the Texaco 
Rena Ave., Look for Paradise 

Gardens sign. 
Just two blocks off Hwy. 27 North 

 

 
From Chattanooga, TN: 

75 South 
Exit 348 Ringgold/Lafayette 

Hwy. 151 West 
Hwy. 27 South 

Turn left on third street past 
Pennville School. 

Rena Ave., look for Paradise 
Gardens sign. 

Just two blocks off Hwy. 27 South 

 
From Birmingham, AL:  

59 North 
Valley Head Exit 231 

Turn right on Hwy. 117 to Mentone 
117 turns into 48 North at Georgia 

line. 
Hwy. 48 North to Summerville, GA.  

Look for Texaco Station on right 
Turn right, three streets down from 

the Texaco 
Rena Ave., look for Paradise 

Gardens sign. 
Just two blocks off Hwy. 27 North. 

 

 
The Days Inn 

2209 North Main Street 
LaFayette, GA 30728 

(706) 639-9362 
www.daysinnlafayettega.com 

 
The Coach Inn 

9785 Rome Boulevard 
Summerville, GA 30747 

(706) 857-7007 
www.coachinnsuites.com  

 
The Express Inn 

14364 Highway 27 
Trion, GA 30753 
(706) 734-2117 

www.expressinnsuites.com 

 
Sloppy Floyd Campground and State Park 

James H. (Sloppy) Floyd State Park 
2800 Sloppy Floyd Lake Rd 

Summerville, GA 30747 
Reservations (800) 864-7275 

Park (706) 857-0826 
www.gastateparks.org/JamesHFloyd 

http://www.coachinnsuites.com/
http://www.expressinnsuites.com/
http://www.gastateparks.org/JamesHFloyd


Finster Fest 2011 

Sponsorships 

 

84 Knox Street 
Summerville, GA 30747 

2011finsterfest@gmail.com 

www.finstersparadisegardens.org  
 
 

Company Name_______________________________________________  

Address _____________________________________________________ 

City_________________________ State _____________ Zip ___________ 

Phone number (home) _________________ (Cell) ______________________ 

Email _______________________________________________________ 

Website ______________________________________________________ 

Description of Company and Product 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

I/We______________________ have read and understand all of the rules and information. 
I/We understand that this form is my/our contract with Finster Fest and agree to abide by these 
rules and any rules promulgated by Paradise gardens, Finster Fest and show director. I free Paradise 
Gardens Park & Museum, Finster Fest and/or show director from any responsibility, 
personal liability, loss or damage in connection with Finster Fest nor will I/We be a party to any suit 
hereafter. I/We understand the committee may contact me/us for proof of materials list 
and invoices as proof of authenticity. 
 

Signed________________________________________ Date _____________  

mailto:2011finsterfest@gmail.com
http://www.finstersparadisegardens.org/

